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Camp NEOFA Newsletter
Week 1
WELCOME CAMPERS NEW AND OLD!!

The first fire built by Rebekah and Michael

Monday by Renee Leask

Caleb and Zenaide refurbishing a sign dedicated to our first
director “Granny” Ruth Gage

Sunday by Dan Gaewski
We had a fun-filled first week of camp!
Everyone had a great time getting back into
the swing of things. On Sunday campers
began arriving around noon and started
meeting their counselors. The afternoon was
spent playing games and reconnecting with
friends while exchanging stories about the
past year. The swim test was taken shortly
after and everyone passed with flying colors!
Our new camp cook, James, cooked us a
delicious meal of American chop suey which
was simply amazing!! Soon after, we
gathered near the fire circle before heading
towards the field for icebreakers. We had two
of our returning counselors, Renee and CJ,
lead the activities. We played a fun name
memory game and a game called “I like...”
to help everyone learn about each other.
Later, we returned to the fire circle to sing our
hearts out! The counselors took turns leading
the campers through our traditional songs and
ended the night with our “Camp NEOFA”
song! It was a very eventful first day of the
summer, and we all went to bed tired but
extremely happy to be here. It’s certainly
going to be a wonderful week!

On this brisk morning we began to settle into
our camp routine. Our day began with
Reveille blaring over the loudspeakers and
our “cabin call” where we shout our good
mornings to Assistant Camp Director Mike
Sang! Today was Superhero I Character day,
so some campers and counselors dressed as
Avengers and Marvel characters. After
getting ready, we walked down to the flag
poles to practice raising the flag and singing
the American and Canadian national
anthems. Breakfast was served by James and
Shirley, who prepared a wonderful spread of
chocolate pancakes, yogurt, and hot and cold
cereals to kick off the week. After breakfast,
the first activity groups began meeting. Our
counselors lead the campers through a variety
of activities they had planned in advance.
Nature introduced campers to the trails and
sports and games played soccer. All in all, it
was a great chance for the campers to get to
know their new activity groups. For lunch we
enjoyed James’ delicious homemade tomato
soup with grilled cheese. In the afternoon we
had more activity groups, and then free
activity time. Some campers explored the rec
room, while others tossed Frisbees, went
fishing, or played on the volleyball court. It
wasn’t long before the dinner bell rang and
we enjoyed pasta primavera in the mess hall.

Jesse playing “Last Man Standing”

For our evening activity, we went to the field
and played a few rounds of “Last Man
Standing” where we threw green footballs at
each other in an attempt to stay in the game.
After, Keith arrived and he and Kenny led
two teams through a set of exercises to see
who would win! In the end, both teams did
well. As Kenny said, it’s not about who wins
in the end, but what you have inside that
counts. We finished our first full day at camp
totally exhausted but glad to be here with
friends.

Coach Kenny leading his team

Tuesday by Renee Leask
Reveille woke us up on a very chilly Tuesday
morning as we all reluctantly crawled out of
our beds. Both excited and freeing, we got
dressed and made our way to flags.
Compared to Monday, the American and
Canadian national anthems were much louder
and much clearer. The previous day, Keith
had told everyone that his surprise activity
was a movie night, so many of us were
bubbling about that, anxious about which
movie we’d be watching.
James and Shirley prepared us with a
wonderful breakfast of scrambled eggs and

home fries which everyone enjoyed.
Proceeding breakfast, we all made our way to
our cabins to clean them up. After Cabin
Clean Up, we all went to our activities.
Campers enjoyed activities such as nature,
archery, sports and games, waterfront, and
arts and crafts. After three activity periods
had passed, we had some free time before
lunch. For lunch, we had delicious wraps
with different types of lunch meat. After
lunch we went back to our cabins for Siesta
before store. Everyone was bustling out of
their cabins for store where many of the
campers purchased sodas and candy bars and
many Mass girls bought stuffed animals and
slinkies.
The afternoon activities were fun, as
usual. The groups enjoyed afternoon
activities before we had free time. During
free time many of the campers and counselors
went to the field to play a game called, “mum
ball” and ultimate Frisbee. Dinner could not
come soon enough after this busy day.
Luckily, dinner was pizza, which of course
everyone enjoyed. Before the movie began,
Keith brought the campers and counselors
around the camp to play a friendly game of
follow the leader, the leader being Keith in
the golf cart. Afterwards, we danced the
hokey pokey. The movie was “Inside Out”
and was accompanied by popcorn and KoolAid. The movie ended tearfully and we all
headed to beds after our long and busy days.

Campers enjoying “Inside Out”

Wednesday by Dan Gaewski and Renee
Leask

Everyone woke up feeling very wizardy and
witchy considering it was Harry Potter day,
which Halie (Potter) thoroughly enjoyed
from 7am to the end of the day. As per usual,
we raised flags, ate breakfast and cleaned our
cabins. It was activity periods until lunch.
The campers especially enjoyed the nature
game which was where someone is
blindfolded and led to a tree. When their
blindfold is removed, they must find their
tree again. Campers enjoyed tricking their
partners and pretending they had to step over
huge branches that weren’t even there!
The afternoon was packed with activities
such as waterfront taking the campers
kayaking and canoeing and sports and games
timing the campers running to help create the
teams for Land Olympics. When afternoon
activity periods concluded, everyone enjoyed
their free time playing air hockey and nuke
‘em. Dinner consisted of sloppy Joes (YUM!)
After dinner we headed to the field for “Harry
Potter Hoop Ball” which was similar to the
game in the movies. The campers had a
BLAST playing on the hoop field and trying
to score while the two seekers tried to catch
Jesse the “snitch”.

the Moose and the Cyclops Queen. We went
to bed tired as usual but very happy to be part
of the magic of being at camp NEOFA.

Thursday by Stevie Charest
Thursday was the highly anticipated Water
Olympics so everyone here at Camp NEOFA
was filled with joy and excitement for the
coming events. We started off the day with an
amazing meal from our wonderful chefs
James and Shirley. We stuffed our stomachs
full with the most amazing French Toast that
Camp NEOFA had ever seen!! We cleaned
up our cabins and headed off to our morning
activities. As the day went by, the
anticipation grew greater and greater.
Everyone was itching to get to the first round
of Water Olympics this year. For lunch,
James and Shirley provided us with a
wonderful three cheese macaroni and garlic
bread. Once everyone had enough to eat, we
continued with our day. Siesta and Store
passed in the blink of an eye.
Later that night, we had an
immaculate meal, once again produced by the
wonderful Shirley and James. We had
Salisbury steak and mashed potatoes. After
the meal, we had our evening activity.
Zenaide and McCarey ran Camouflage. All
of the campers had a great time and played
for hours until it was time for the mini-fires.
Groups A, B, and C broke up and roasted
marshmallows, told stories and had a relaxing
end to a fun-packed day at Camp NEOFA.

Friday by Caleb Jones, McCarey McCatty,
and Alex Richards
The “Hoop Ball” field in action

After a long game, Michael managed
to catch Jesse and win for his team! Later, the
campers faced off against the counselors for
the final matchup. All in all it was an epic
game. When we returned to the fire circle
Halie and Dan told the story of Big George

Everyone woke up on a beautiful day
getting ready to dress up in their best country
apparel. Campers and counselors alike wore
flannels, cut-offs, camo, and jeans.
Everyone’s creative country outfits made this
country day one to remember. Our amazing
chef James made a delicious breakfast of

breakfast burritos and hash browns to start
the day off right. After this breakfast of
champions, the
campers
would be
unstoppable.
Along with Country Day, we had the
first Land Olympics of the year and it was a
blast. The campers and counselors joined
together to watch their friends play and
compete. Once the games were over, James
and Shirley cooked us up grilled ham and
cheese sandwiches to refuel us and get us
ready for the rest of the day.

Land Olympics by Rebekah Lovely
The first land Olympics for the season
was a hit as usual. The campers were divided
into three teams with seven players on each
team. Team 1: Michael, Haley, Abigail L.,
Bianca, Amber, Shiina, and Crystal. Team 2:
Nina, Dylan, Keyairah, Alyssa, Devon,
Amya, and Zoie. Team 3: Andrew, Max,
Ethan, Kenny, Abigail H„ Brooke and
Alexis.

Water Olympics by Stevie Charest
It was now time for the Week 1 Water
Olympics!! All of the campers were broken
up into four different teams. Team 1- Shiina,
Dylan, Zoie, Brooke, Haley and Max. Team
2- Crystal, Kenny, Abigail L, Andrew and
Michael. Team 3-Abigail H, Alyssa, Ethan,
Bianca, and Nina. Team 4-Devon, Amber,
Amya, Keyairah and Alexis. We started out
the contest with the infamous Frozen T-Shirt
contest and completed other events like
greasy water balloons, water balloon toss,
Relay Races, Human Ring Toss, Rock
Skipping, Diving and Cannonball Contests.
Team 2 came in third place with 15 points,
Team 1 and Team 4 tied for second place
with 18 points and Team 3 won with 19
points. Everyone had an amazing time and
enjoyed the free swim that followed the
events.

Zoie trying to get as many greasy water balloons as she can

Nuke ‘em on the volleyball court

We started off the event out in the
field with a relay consisting of dizzy bat, a
potato sack race, summer saults and a sprint
to the finish. Also in the field, there was a
hula hooping competition, and the classic tug
of war. We wrapped up the events in the field
with a game of knockout on the basketball
court.
Next we made our way to archery
where each team chose one person to shoot
the bow. After archery there was a water
balloon toss and a game of nuke ‘em on the
volleyball court. Each team played two
games to decide the winner.
We finished off the morning with
relay race around the camp that consisted of
three legs. The race started out very close but
ended with Team 1 in the lead. The final
score ended with Team 1 with 26 points,
Team 3 with 21 points and Team 3 with 19
points.

CAMPER CABIN TALK

Vermont

Mass 1

Andrew M: Camp was awesome

Shiina B: I like swimming. I love Camp
NEOFA. Chloe is my favorite counselor.

Maine I

Crystal C: McCarey is my favorite.
Alyssa S: I like Camp NEOFA a lot. It is fun.
My favorite activity is nature and waterfront.

Zoie S: I like swimming. Camp NEOFA is
fun. I like making braids.

Haley L: McCarey, Alex, Caleb, Chloe, and
Andrew are cool. Jesse not so much.
#StevieisBeautiful
Alexis P: Camp is fun

Keyairah P: Camp is fun

Brooke R: Camp was super fun this week!

Rhode Island 1
New Hampshire
Kenny W: Mike is awesome

Michael W: Camp was super fun and exciting

Devon S: Mike is cool

Connecticut
Dylan T: When I came to Camp NEOFA, I
thought for sure that 1 was going to hate it,
but after one day, I love it. We are all like a
big family.
Ethan T: Week 1 at Camp NEOFA was
awesome!!!! 1

Maine 2
Amya D: This week was amazing #hashtag
Bianca B: Camp NEOFA is an awesome
place to be at. You can do different stuff.
There is a whole bunch of things and games
there to do.

Abigail L: I had a really fun
Amber W: This was my 1st week here at
camp. I was scared at first but it ended up
being a lot of fun. I hope I come back next
year.

Abigail H: Do clouds have feelings?

Nina M: “#thetreesarecryingoneme” -Jesse

Counselor Cabin Talk
Gretchen Clark (MAI): I’m so happy that I
was able to come back again for another great
camp season. It has been a great week filled
with fun and friendship building. I hope that
all the capers leaving will have a great rest of
the summer. I will miss all of the Mass 1 girls.

Chloe Koehne (MA 1): This week at camp has
been a blast. When I first arrived I was
worrying about my first year as a counselor.
1 wasn’t sure if I could handle all of the
responsibility that comes with the title of
counselor. With the help of fellow counselors
and even some campers, I’ve gotten through
the week in one piece and although I’ll miss
the campers from this week, I’m excited for
new campers to arrive and for another great
week to come. Oh...and coffee is amazing.

new campers to arrive and for another great
week to come. Oh...and coffee is amazing.

Renee Leask (MAI): This week has been
super fun and I really enjoyed all the girls in
my cabin. Hope to see everyone next week,
but if not, next year.

Zenaide McCarthy (ME2): I’m so glad that I
came back this year. I saw lots of my old
friends, and made some great new ones!
Everyone here has been great, and I’m so
glad I made the choice to come back. Thank
you to everyone! P.S. A shout out to the guy
who stepped on my face, I will get you back
<3

Gretchen Clark - MAI
Archery

Pierce Milnes (VT): Coffee.
Tayler Phillips (MEI): I had fun this week
and I hope all the campers decide to return
next year.

Dan Gaewski - NH
Nature

Jesse Plourde (NH): This week has been very
fun and relaxing and Nina is the bomb.com.
P.S. Michael is faster than Mike Sang

Chris Strout (RI1): Mike Sang is awesome.
Everyone is really nice. I hope to see them
next year.

Caleb Jones - RI1
Sports and Games

Meet the Counselors

Stevie Charest - MEI
Waterfront

CJ Kinney-VT
Waterfront

Chloe Koehne - MAI
Arts and Crafts

McCarey McCatty - RI1
Nature

Renee Leask - MAI
Nature

Pierce Milnes - VT
Archery

Rebekah Lovely - CT
Sports and Games

Natasha Petit - CT
Arts and Crafts

Zenaide McCarthy - ME2
Waterfront

Tayler Phillips - MEI
Archery

Camper Information
Shiina Barnard
11 Broadway Street
Baileyville, ME 04694

Jesse Plourde - NH
Waterfront

Bianca Battle-Pellerin
PO Box 642
Baileyville, ME 04694
Max Champagne
20 King Drive
Plainfield, NH 03781

Crystal Cramer
5 Canton Circle
Concord, NH 03301
Halie Pruitt - ME2
Nature

Amya Doyle
195 Bailey Hill Road
Poland, ME 04274
Abigail Hughes
6 Royal Street
Winthrop, ME 04364

Hailey Levasseur
195 Bailey Hill Road
Poland, ME 04274

Alex Richards - VT
Sports and Games

Abigail Lucas
8 Darlene Avenue
Harpswell, ME 04079

Andrew Martin
57 Lucky’s Run
Standish, ME 04084

Chris Strout - RI1
Sports and Games

Jenina Melvin
14 Christmas Tree Pk. Lot 14
Epsom, ME 03234
Keyairah Pellerin
PO Box 642
Baileyville, ME 04694

Brooke Richards
18 Harvest Drive
Hooksett, NH 03106

Gretchen Clark
467 Middle Road
Skowhegan, ME 04976

Alyssa Stevens
29 Hideaway Lane
Princeton, ME 04668

Dan Gaewski
1427 Great Hill Road
Guilford, CT 06437

Devon Stewart
3 Kelley Street
Fairfield, ME 04937

Caleb Jones
3020 North Road Apt 7
Waitsfield, VT 05623

Zoie Stewart
3 Kelley Street
Fairfield, ME 04937

CJ Kinney
30 Coulthard Farms Road
Scarborough, ME 04074

Dylan Thompson
29 Hideaway Lane
Princeton, Me 04668

Chloe Koehne
25 Ide Avenue
East Providence, RI 04530

Abbie Tinsley
PO Box 117
Epsom, NH 03234

Renee Leask
1217 Middle Road
Dresden, ME 04046

Ethan Tokarz
63 Holly Drive
Gardiner, MA 01440

Rebekah Lovely
2541 Common Road
Waitsfield, VT 05673

Michael Weeks
1059 Route 120
Meriden, NH 03770

Zenaide McCarthy
7 Cedar Lane
Bath, ME 04530

Amber Whipple
62 West Main Street
Hillsboro, NH 03244

McCarey McCatty
793 Morrills Mill Road
North Berwick, ME 03906

Kenny Whipple
62 West Main Street
Hillsboro, NH 03244

Pierce Milnes
257 South Union Street
Guilford, CT 06437

Counselor Information

Natasha Petit
191 New Road
Arundel, ME 04046

Stevie Charest
90 Pinewoods Road
Lisbon, ME 04250

Taylor Phillips
12A Plain Street
Milford, MA 01757

Silvia Ploof
PO Box 54
Highgate Center, VT 05459

Jesse Plourde
4787 Kennebec Road
Dixmont, ME 04953

Michael Sang
640 New England Road
Guilford, CT 06437

Halie Pruitt
4207 Twelve Oaks Drive
Pace, FL 32571

Shirley Stancheva
PO Box 943
Ashland, NH 03106

Alex Richards
18 Harvest Drive
Hooksett, NH 03106

Chris Strout
215A Mitchell Road
Dixmont, ME 04932

Staff Information
Alice Bennett
PO Box 122
Shelburne, VT 05482

Gloria (Joey) Cochran
6 Main Street
Princeton, ME 04668

James Collins
5506 North Kings Highway
Texarkana, TX 75503
Ann Harrison-Billiat
283 Gumeytown Road
Appleton, ME 04862

Sharon Lasota
213 Stillwater Avenue Apt 4
Bangor, ME 04401
Keith Ploof
PO Box 54
Highgate Center, VT 05459

